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Estimate doubling time

Estimated years to double = 72 / annual rate

At 4%: 72 / 4 = 18 years

At 6%: 72 / 6 = 12 years

At 8%: 72 / 8 = 9 years

Practice: 72 / ______% = approximately ______ years

Important limits

The Rule of 72 is an educational estimate. It assumes a steady rate and does not include changing returns, volatility,
taxes, fees, contributions, or withdrawals. Investment returns are not guaranteed.

Education notice: FFES provides general financial education, not individualized investment, tax, legal, insurance, credit, mortgage, Social Security,
Medicare, pension, or estate-planning advice. Rules and individual circumstances differ and can change.


